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Mr. William Howard O’Brien
The International Sonoran Antelope Foundation
3104 East Camelback
Phoenix, Arizona 85016

Dear Mr. O’Brien:

SecretaryBabbitt hasaskedmeto respondto your letterof October 8, 1996, requesting that the Fish
andWildlife Service(Service)work with theArizonaGameandFishDepartmentandothersto
translocateSonoranpronghornfrompresentlyoccupiedareasto historic habitatnorth of theGila
River in ArE~iiàT -

Sometime ago,theServiceestablishedaCoreWorking Group(CWG)to guideour collectiveefforts
to recoverthis rareanimal. Membershipon theCWGis composedofrepresentativesfrom Arizona
GameandFishDepartment,Bureauof LandManagement,LukeAir Force,NationalParkService,
TohonoO’OdamIndianTribe, theRepublicofMexico, andtheService. TheCWG continuesto
seekalternativesavailableto enhancesurvivalandmove forwardwith therecoveryoftheSonoran
Pronghorn.

Translocationhasbeendiscussedby theCWGfor investigationafterthereis moreunderstandingof
factorsthat limit populationnumbersanddefinehabitatneedsof thepronghorn.The recent
discoveryofthecloserelationshipbetweenSonoranpronghornandsucculentchain-fruitcholla
implies an importanttie betweenprimaryhistoric rangeandplant foragespeciesthepronghorn
dependon.

A rangewide aerialsurveyofthesubspeciesis plannedfor completionduring December1996.
Resultsofthesurveywill helpguideimmediateandfuture actionsto recoverthis animal. If
relocationis aviable option, theGila andotherareaswill be consideredandthebestalternative
selected.

I amsureSecretaryBabbittjoinsmein thankingyou for your continuingefforts to recoverthe
Sonoranpronghorn. If I canbe offurtherassistance,pleasedo nothesitateto contactme.

Sincerely,

Regional Director
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THE INTERNATIONAL SONORAN ANTELOPE FOUNDATION

TRUSTEES

WM. HOWARD OBRIEN - ARIZONA. USA

DIEGO REDO • SONORA. MEXICO
ROBERT JOHNSON - NEW YORK-USA

Mr. Bruce Babbitt
Secretary of the Interior
Department of the Interior
1840 “C” Street
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Bruce:

The enclosed article, waiving Environmental Rules along the Arizona/Mexico border for

the U.S. Border Patrol, could seriously affect the endangered Sonoran Antelope’s existence.

For years, we have sought the U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s permission to move a small herd
of these pronghom to their historic habitat North of the Gila River. The Bureau of Land
Management (“BLM”) biologists say the biomass of the Eagletail Range is twice that of the
Gunnery Range. The Arizona Game and Fish, and Luke Air Force Base would support the effort.
BLM won’t fight it.

Bruce, the Arizona Game and Fish think that the antelope herd dropped by a third last
year because of the drought. The herd numbers have not changed measurably since the
Sonoran Antelope was declared endangered more than fourteen years ago.

Please, as an Arizona native, tell the Fish and Wildlife to make a deal with the Arizona
Game and Fish, and allow the move of the Sonoran Antelope to their historic habitat North of the
Gila River where they can better breed and multiply.

The present system of recovering the Sonoran Antelope from the endangered list simply
is not working.

Let me know what they say. in the interest of heiping these desert anteiupe, my Eagletafi
Range is still available.

Sincerely yours,

4oward O’Brien

October 8, 1996
3104 EAST CAMELBACK

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85016

TEL-FAX (6021 951-1152

WHO:ps
C;1OMceW~I.lo~.lBabbdt,L(r

FOR THE RECOVERY OF THE ANTILOCAPRA AMERICANA SONORIENSIS FROM THE ENDANGERED LIST



,1 ,-

C

Ui



EAGLETAIL RANCH
BILL O’BRIEN

~ PHONE: (602) 951-1152
MOBILE: (602) 370-1661

RANCH: (602) 370-1661

FAX: (602) 951-0301

[aqietailRanh is easy to reach from all parts of the southwest. It is Ioated in Markopa (ounty a 90-minute
drive west of Phoenix.

~ROWPhOENIX: Drive west on 1-10 freeway past Tonopah to Exit 81 (Uarquahala Valley Road).
Turn south at exit to ~arquahaIaValley Road U miles to dead end (Baseline Road), then west on Baseline
4 miles to [aqietailRanch Headgate.

IRON LOS ANGELES: horn Interstate 10, turn riqht on ~arquahalaValley Road (Exit 81), south to
Baseline, then west to {aqletail Ranch ileadgate.

THIS MMP IS F3R: CowBoYs. CATTLE TRUCKS. HIKERS. HORSEMEN, FALCONERS. HUNTERS. FLYERS. B!RD WATCHERS AN~FRIENDS, HAY
~ TRUCKS. FIRE DEPARTMENT. UNITED PARCEL SERVICE. GRAMMAR & HIGH SCHOOL BUSES. U.S. MAIL C~RRIER~S.MARICOPA C9UNTY SHERIFF

L.A. Exit 81 PHOENIX

12 Miles

Jog Right
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tagl,tail Ranch
Headquartm
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4 Miles
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Sun Up Corrals
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